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MEXICAN FOOD SHOWDOWN
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SHOOTINGS THE SUSPECTS

Details
emerge
in attack
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LOCAL
Just how are
teams ranked?
Now that St. Mary’s has been
ranked No. 1 in the nation by
USA Today and MaxPreps,
columnist Mark Tennis looks
at how these rankings are
done. C4

Husband and wife team
could have slaughtered
hundreds, authorities say
By Amanda Lee Myers and Justin Pritchard
The Associated Press

Bullish on the market

Taqueria Chapala owner Maria Ramirez, front left, and her staff are the winners of The Record’s Mexican food showdown.
CLIFFORD OTO PHOTOS/THE RECORD

Saturday marks the ﬁnal
Stockmarket of the year in
downtown Stockton. Organizers hope to make it a monthly
event in 2016. A3

Worth waiting for
Piccolo player Ruth Christenson will perform a 10-minute
solo as part of the Valley Community Orchestra’s holiday
concert. B1

NATION & WORLD

US-led coalition
targets IS facilities
As British jets opened airstrikes against the Islamic
State group in Syria and Germany prepared to send troops
and aircraft to the region, Russia’s president called on the
world Thursday to brandish
“one powerful ﬁst” in the ﬁght
against terrorism. A8

MONEY
Yellen signals
likelihood of rate hike
WASHINGTON — Federal
Reserve Chair Janet Yellen
told Congress Thursday that
economic conditions appear
to be improving enough for
policymakers to raise interest
rates when they meet in two
weeks — as long as there are
no major shocks that undermine conﬁdence. A5
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The secret is out

Small restaurant near Port of Stockton is voters’ pick
By Lori Gilbert
Record Staff Writer

Customers, many of them regulars, flocked to Taqueria Chapala
for lunch on Wednesday, grabbed
their to-go order or sat in the small
dining area.
The crowd may grow after the
Boggs Tract restaurant at Fremont
and Washington streets was voted
No. 1 in The Record’s Mexican food
showdown.
“We didn’t think we’d win
because we’re a small place, but our
customers helped us a lot,” owner
Maria Ramirez said through interpreter Yanneth Aparicio, who has
worked at the restaurant for two Joaquina Cabrera, left, and Carmen Sanchez serve up food at Taqueria Chapala in
Stockton on Wednesday. The restaurant won The Record’s Mexican food showdown.
years.
Taqueria Chapala trailed the
other finalist, El Dorado Market, been coming here for years. It’s a Visit recordnet.com/video to
watch owner Maria Ramirez
by one vote at 6 p.m. Monday, but nice little secret.”
six hours later when voting ended,
His tastes are all over the menu react to winning the Mexican
the restaurant Ramirez has owned board, which includes tacos, bur- food showdown.
for 18 years was a runaway winner, ritos, tortas and quesadillas.
outdistancing El Dorado Market by
Belinda Alcazar goes to Taquemore than 100 votes.
Ramirez has been cooking food
ria Chapala for the tortas.
Social media seemed to galvanize
“Maybe it’s the freshness of the she enjoyed in Mexico’s Zamora,
the customers, who tend to be truck food,” she said. “They’re so busy Michoacan, which she left 30 years
drivers or people who work at the that there’s never old meat or ago. She uses family recipes.
Port of Stockton.
“Ever since I got here from
ingredients.”
“They’ve got a quality product
A steady stream of customers fills Mexico I worked in restaurants,”
and all the trucks going by and it’s the restaurant “even though you Ramirez said through Aparicio. “I
close proximity to the job for a half- wouldn’t know it was a restaurant was inspired to own my own place.”
hour lunch,” said Mark Burns, who by looking at it,” Alcazar said.
is a contractor at the port. “I’ve
In a nondescript yellow building,
SEE RESTAURANT, A6

SAN BERNARDINO — San Bernardino
gunman Syed Rizwan Farook had been in
contact with known Islamic
extremists on social media,
a U.S. intelligence official
said Thursday, and police
said he and his wife had
enough bullets and bombs
to slaughter hundreds when
they launched their deadly Farook
attack on a holiday party.
The details emerged as Politicians
investigators tried to deter- offer
mine whether the rampage thoughts,
that left 14 people dead prayers for
was terrorism, a workplace those killed in
grudge or some combination. shootings. A8
The husband-and-wife
killers were not under FBI scrutiny before
the massacre, said a second U.S. official, who likewise spoke on condition of
SEE ATTACK, A6

STOCKTON

Mailbox thefts
aggravate
residents
By Joe Goldeen
Record Staff Writer

STOCKTON — The break-ins of neighborhood mailboxes and theft of mail in
north Stockton have grown in recent weeks,
based on more than two
dozen accounts from vic- Opinion:
tims, a postal employee and Mailbox thefts
a growing
vendors.
The neighborhood boxes concern. A7
known as cluster box units
that can serve up to 16 residences are pried
open day and night, quickly and often leaving them useless for securing mail. In at least
one case, an entire cluster box was broken
SEE MAILBOX, A6

MESSAGE TO THE MILITARY

Pentagon chief: Open combat jobs to women
By Lolita C. Baldor
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defense
Secretary Ash Carter on Thursday ordered the military to open
all combat jobs to women, rebuffing requests by the Marine Corps
to exclude women from certain
front-line combat jobs.
Declaring that “we are a joint

force,” Carter said that while At a glance
moving women into these jobs will
present challenges, the military Carter’s order opens the ﬁnal 10 percent of military positions to
can no longer afford to exclude women, and allows them to serve in the military’s most demanding
half of the population from gru- and difﬁcult jobs such as the Army Delta units and Navy SEALs.
eling military jobs. He said that
any man or woman who meets the
The Joint Chiefs of Staff chair- should be allowed to keep women
standards should be able to serve,
and he gave the armed services 30 man, Gen. Joseph Dunford, out of certain front-line combat
days to submit plans to make the former Marine Corps commandant, had argued that the Marines
SEE WOMEN, A6
historic change.

Defense Secretary Ash Carter
announced Thursday that he has
ordered the military to open all
combat jobs to women and is giving
the armed services until Jan. 1 to
submit plans to make the change.
CLIFF OWEN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

