March 2017

Publication for members of USS Illinois Base, United States Submarine Veterans, Inc.

Start packing
for Orlando

It is not too early to think about
attending the 2017 United States
Submarine Veterans, Inc. (USSVI)
National Convention being held this
year in Orlando, FL from Sept. 1 - 6.
(Note it is over the Labor Day Weekend this year.)
USSVI’s Annual Convention is
one of the largest and most exciting
annual gatherings of submarine veterans
in the U.S. This
event oﬀers attendees the environment, the
setting and the
unique opportunity to meet with fellow submariners
to exchange ideas, reminisce and keep
up to date on important information.
This year’s premier (and fun) convention, hosted by the USSVI Central Florida Base, will be at held at
the 4-star Rosen Shingle Creek hotel
with lots of amenities, including:

• $105 per night rooms.

• Free parking for hotel guests.
• Free valet parking for handicapped
guests with handicap license/sticker.
• $2.00 beer and reduced price mixed
drinks in hospitality room.
• 25% discount at various hotel restaurants for guests.
You will find both Convention

Registration and Hotel Reservation
forms at http://www.ussviconvention.org/2017. Click on the "Convention Registration" and "Hotel
Registration" buttons. Hotel reservations can also be made by calling
866-996-6338 and using code 53019.
(Continued on page 5)

Our Creed: “To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives
in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their dedication,
deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishment. We pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of
America and its Constitution.”

www.ussvi.org
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March 4, 2017 -- Minutes of the USS Illinois Base
Meeting called to order at 12:10 p.m. by
Phil Owens, Base CDR. Recited Submariner’s creed. Pledge of Allegiance.
13 members present/no guests: Phil
Owens, Terry Elmeier, Bruce Weigel, Tom
Ramsay, Kate Ramsay, Bruce Pickering,
John Stines, Connie Stines, Dick Martin,
Renee Martin, Jim Helsell, Joe Jones, Wayne
Orrison.
Invocation & Tolling of Bells.
Introductions made by members.

Base Contacts
Commander
Phil Owens
powens1937@gmail.com

Vice Commander
& Chaplain
Chuck Mongan
nagnom@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Tom Ramsay
tram688@jcwifi.com

Secretary’s Report: Minutes of the
2/4/2017 meeting were read by Bruce Weigel. Motion to accept the minutes as read by
Phil Owen, seconded and carried.

Storekeepers Report: Terry Elmeier said
he still has Ships Patches and calendars for
sale. We are out of Lapel Pins. New USS Illinois Base business cards were distributed
that included the base’s website.

--A nomination slate will be presented in
May. Additional floor nominations will be
accepted in June and July. The election to
be held at the July meeting, with new officers sworn in at the August meeting.

Chaplains Report: No Report

--2nd Anniversary. It was suggested we
have a birthday cake to celebrate the
Base’s 2nd Anniversary. The CDR recommended we work with Mustangs to
provide food, recognizing the hospitality
it has extended us over the past two years.

50/50 Raﬄe: Won by Bruce Weigel, who
donated the proceeds back to the base.

bruce.weigel@sbcglobal.net

Old Business:

Editor
Kate Ramsay
katewib4@aeroinc.net

• Bylaws. The Base’s Bylaws are basically the
template for the National Bylaws. It was
agreed that we should draft a USS Illinois
Base specific version.
--Term limits were discussed. A two-year
term was proposed for major oﬃcers, with
elections in July. A nominating committee
was appointed: Bruce Weigel (Chairman),
joined by Tom Ramsay, Dick Martin and
Joe Jones.

Membership Report: No Report

insp184@yahoo.com

CDR’s Report: Phil reported on discussions held at the Base’s BOD meeting prior
to the regular Base Meeting.

Treasurer’s Report: Account balance on
1/23/2017 was $645.77, and the ending balance on 2/23/2017 was $770.77. (Statement
Balance of $820.77, less uncleared checks of
$50, leaving $770.77 cash on hand.)

Secretary &
Membership
Bruce Weigel
Storekeeper
Terry Elmeier

nual dues of $100. Members in good standing will be eligible for VIP Cruises when
they commence (approx. every 1-2 years).
The first VIP cruise is anticipated to be
around Christmas 2017 to celebrate the
Illinois’ arrival at its home port in Pearl
Harbor, HI. Several members indicated
interest in joining the 786 Club.

Bruce Pickering read a letter from Fairbanks Morse. They indicated they would try
to accommodate us on a Saturday following
a meeting, but needed a head count. A signup sheet was distributed to get a head count
of interested attendees.
New Business:

--Suggestion made to explore more guest
speakers at Base meetings. It was suggested we appoint someone to develop
a “speaker calendar.” This would involve
bringing outside speakers in to speak to
the base, as well as having base members
to speak, on behalf of the base at other
organizations.

• Bruce Weigel said that the “Bell Stand,”
being crafted by Bob Fleck’s father, should
be ready for the April meeting. A discussion about attaching USS Illinois Coins
and a USSVI brass plaque ensued. Terry
Elmeier to investigate what kind of USSVI
Logos are available in “plaque” form. He
and Bruce have coins which might be attached to the bell stand.

• Dick Martin suggested we acquire banners that we could put on trucks and
trailers for parades and other events. He
requested a “vector” (camera ready) file
with pictures of the USS Illinois, and
other boats, so we could have those images put on the banner. Bruce said that he
would contact Dave Smith from the USS
Illinois Commissioning Committee.

• Update on 786 Club. Membership is open
to the base and the public. The new Club
proposed an initiation fee of $200 with an-

Meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m. - Following
a closing prayer, the CDR asked for a Motion to adjourn the meeting, Motion made,
seconded and carried.
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April 3, 1860 -

Tidbits of Knowledge from
around the world

The Pony Express service began
as the first rider departed St. Joseph,
Mo. For $5 an ounce, letters were
delivered 2,000 miles to California
within 10 days.

A bit of History
on right

Return of Russian
spy ship

CBSNEWS.COM -- A Russian spy
ship has reappeared oﬀ the U.S.
east coast 20 miles south of the U.S.
Navy submarine base at King’s Bay,
Georgia, and heading north, CBS
News reported on March 15, 2017.
The Russian ship, Viktor Leonov,
known as an AGI (Auxiliary, General
Intelligence) trawler, has a port call
scheduled in Jamaica for mid-April.
U.S. oﬃcials feel that it will make
one more run up and down the east
coast before heading to Jamaica.

What’s my
name again?

BBC NEWS.UK -- The yellow British submarine Boaty McBoatface
headed to Antarctica this month on
its first science expedition.
The remote-controlled
sub will play a critical role
in regulating the Earth’s
climate, it was reported.
How did it get its
name? Last year, the Natural Environment Research
Council in the UK asked
the public to name a polar
research ship. The public
poll idea turned sour when

Taiwan to build
its own subs

STRIPS.COM/AP – On March 21,
2017, Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen
announced Taiwan’s intent to build
its own submarines to circumvent
Beijing’s eﬀorts to prevent Taiwan
“from purchasing such craft overseas
and ensure an adequate defense
against Chinese threats.”

The Leonov, about 300 feet long,
was built for spying with sophisticated surveillance equipment including
intercept radar, radio and other electronic signals. It made a similar journey along the East Coast in February,
sailing close to a U.S. naval base in
Virginia and the Naval Submarine
Base New London in Connecticut.
The U.S. Russian Maritime Studies
Institute states, “We know they’re
doing it;” and “they know that we
know that they’re doing it.”

the overwhelming winning name
was “Boaty McBoatface.” The government felt the winning name was too
whimsical, and instead directed the
humorous moniker for a new submersible instead.
Boaty will be “dropped into a narrow, jagged, 3,500m-deep gap in an
underwater ridge, called the Orkney
Passage, that extends northeast of
the Antarctic Peninsula.” It’s mission will be to survey this passage
to monitor the dense, cold waters
formed around the White Continent
as they move into the Atlantic.

The Taiwan navy presently has just
two combat-ready subs, versions of
the Zwaardvis-class subs purchased
from the Netherlands in the 1980s in
a deal that led to a major diplomatic
rift between Beijing and The Hague.
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S ea S tories


Newbies just
‘fresh meat’

Life is never dull aboard a submarine. Just ask any “Bubblehead” how
he either individually, or in partnership, found ways to brighten the day
of fellow crew members by putting a
smile on their face. This is the premise behind every sea story. The funnier it is the longer the story lives.
To keep things hopping, nothing
provides more opportunity for fun
than the arrival of a “newbie” to the
sub. Newbies are looked at as “fresh
meat” in the menu of antics.
Here are some “newbie” memories

John Stines recalls a prank played
between he and his shipmate, named
“Field Mouse.” The
USS Raton was in
port and a new Ensign had his assigned
desk in the Aft Torpedo Room.
One day, Field
Mouse and I got a
call from topside
that the Ensign was
heading our way.
The minute he came
down the hatch and
turned around, Field
Mouse and I gave each other a big lip
lock.
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The Ensign turned and bolted back
up the hatch afraid to come back
down.
Lip locks were evidently common pranks as several USS Illinois
Base members recall similar incidents. Dick Martin
explained that when
new midshipmen came
aboard, they were immediately hugged and
given a kiss. This could
be a little disheartening to those unfamiliar
See details attached to newsletter.
with the unique humor

of sub sailors. Several midshipmen
were lost that way. When the Captain
asked why the midshipman left the
boat, he heard his crew say, “A guess
he didn’t like us, Sir.”
Phil Owens remembers hanging a
piano string between the inner walls
of the sub prior to a dive. A newbie
was given a “Safety Stick” with an
order to use the Stick to measure for
maximum depth while the sub was
submerging.
Of course, with depth compression
of the haul, the string drooped well
below the safety mark on the stick,
putting the Newbie into a scare mode.
Terry Elmeier recalls a similar activity, only his boat placed a washer
in the middle of the string. “If the
washer hits the floor,” the Newbie
was told, “We’re dead.” Of course, it
hit the floor.
Tom Ramsay tells about the fun
tthey had with
m
midshipmen.
O
Our Captain
g
gave one midsshipman a
sstick and told
h
him we had
a 3-1/2 footllong alligator
iin the bilges
(which we did, but we didn’t tell him
the gator was stuﬀed).
The midshipman was ordered to
take the stick to the bilges and tap
the alligator on the nose to keep its
month open during a deep-water
dive. The Captain told him, “If the
gator didn’t open his mouth during
the dive, it would kill him.”
No matter how many hits, the gator didn’t open its mouth. It didn’t
take long before the midshipman
figured out the gator was stuﬀed, and
that he was “had.” The Captain was
laughing his head oﬀ.
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(Continued from page 1)

• Rooms for $105.00 per night

The cut-oﬀ date for USSVI’s Room
Block is August 1, 2017.

• Free parking for hotel guests

Visit the oﬃcial convention website
above for full schedule details. Here
is a brief rundown of major events
thus far. Sightseeing tour information is still being finalized:
-- Fri (9/1): Registration, Golf.

• Free valet parking for handicapped
guests with handicap license/sticker
• $2.00 beer and reduced price mixed
drinks in the hospitality room
• 25% discount at various hotel restaurants for guests
USSVI encourages bases to consider additional support for the convention by purchasing an ad in the
Convention Magazine to promote
their base to prospective members.
The cost ranges from $25 for a Business Card size to $300 for a full page.

-- Sat (9/2): Welcome Aboard Party.
-- Sun (9/3): Holland Club Breakfast, Base Oﬃcer meetings.
-- Mon (9/4): Lady & Men’s Luncheons, Memorial Service.

USSVI National also reminds
members that convention sponsorship is another way to oﬀer support. If you know of a business or an
associate that you believe would be
interested in a corporate sponsorship,
or would like to attend as a vendor,
please forward the USSVI’s 2017 Convention website to them.

-- Tues (9/5): District Commander &
Base Commander’s Meetings.
-- Wed (9/6): USSVI Annual Business Meeting, Film Festival,
Awards Banquet.
Rosen Shingle Creek is a 4-star hotel with tons of amenities, including:

How’s your
film memories?
Match the
ship/boat to
its film

Name of Boat/Ship
1. ___ Arabella
2. ___ USS Charleston
3. ___ Inferno
4. ___ USS Mako
5. ___ USS Britannic
6. ___ USS Dragonfish
7. ___ HMS Avenger
8. ___ USS Davies
9. ___ USS Copperfin

USS Sea Tiger in film Operation
Petticoat was portrayed by three
different WWII-era subs: USS
Queenfish in opening & closing
scenes; USS Archerfish in all WWII
scenes when it was painted gray
& black; and finally USS Balao for
all scenes in which the boat was
painted pink.

10. ___ USS Pequod
11. ___ USS Reluctant
12. ___ USS Scotia

Film Names
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.
L.
M.
N.

13. ___ Flying Wasp
14. ___ USS Lydia
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30,000 Leagues under the Sea (2007)
Destination Tokyo (1943)
Moby Dick (1956)
Juggernaut (1974)
Captain Horatio Hornblower (1951)
Mister Roberts (1955)
On the Beach (2000)
Danger Beneath the Sea (2001)
Captain Blood with Errol Flynn (1935)
Billy Bud (1962)
Battle of the Corral Sea (1959)
Caddy Shack (1980)
The Goonies (1985)
Crash Dive (1996)
Answers:
A-9, B-7, C-13, D-8, E-4, F-11, G-10, H-14,
I-2, J-3, K-6, L-1, M-12, N-5

Orlando or Bust
continued

Tolling of the Bells
for Lost Boats

February

March

USS Shark (SS-174) lost on her 1st
war patrol on Feb. 11, 1942 oﬀ Menado,
Celebes Island, believed to be the
result of one of three Japanese antisubmarine attacks in the area. Loss
of 59 crew. Evidence of her loss is not
conclusive, and the cause remains
unknown.

USS F-4 (SS23) [ex-SKATE] lost on
March 21, 1915. Loss of 19 crew when it
floundered oﬀ Honolulu Harbor. Hulk
raised and reburied oﬀ Sub Base, Pearl
Harbor.

USS Amberjack (SS-219) lost on
Feb. 16, 1943 oﬀ Rabaul in the Solomon
Sea. Loss of 72 crew. On her 3rd war
patrol she was sunk by Japanese aerial
bombs and surface craft.

February
& March

USS Grayback (SS208) lost on Feb. 27, 1944
oﬀ Okinawa on her 10th
war patrol. Loss of 80
crew. She was caught on
the surface and bombed
by a Japanese carrier
plane, followed up by
depth charges from a
surface antisubmarine
craft. During her last patrol, she cost
the enemy 21,594 tons of shipping.
USS Trout (SS-202) lost on her
11th war patrol on Feb. 29, 1944 in the
middle of the Philippine Sea during
a Japanese surface attack. Loss of 81
crew. She was the recipient of eleven
battle stars and three Presidential Unit
Citations.
USS Barbel (SS-316) lost on Feb 4,
1945 during a Japanese air attack oﬀ
the entrance to Palawan Passage. Loss
of 81 crew. She was the recipient of
three battle stars for her World War II
service.

Mark your calendar for the next USS Illinois Base meeting.
We meet monthly on the 1st Saturday of the month.

Next USSVI Illinois Base Meeting
Date: Saturday, April 1, 2017
Time:

Noon

(lunch available during or after meeting)

Location: Mustangs Bar & Grill
482 Gardner St. • South Beloit, Illinois
Directions? Visit www.ussillinoisbase.org

USS H-1 (SS-28) lost March 12, 1920
while being towed after grounding at
Magdalena Bay, Mexico. Loss of 4 crew.
USS Perch (SS-176) scuttled March
3, 1942 near Surabaya, Java on her 1st
war patrol. Depth charges badly damaged the boat. Crew survived sinking: 61 taken prison by
Japanese forces, only 53
survived the war.
USS Grampus (SS207) lost on or after
March 5, 1943 in the
Blackett Strait--possibly
near Vella Gulf . Loss of 71
crew. Believed to be sunk
by Japanese destroyers.
USS Triton (SS-201) lost on March
15, 1943 when sunk during Japanese
surface attack with three Japanese
destroyers north New Guinea, by the
Admiralty Islands. Loss of 74 crew.
USS Tullibee (SS-284) lost March
26, 1944 while operating north of
Palau. Loss of 79 crew. Believed to be
a victim of a circular run by one of her
own torpedoes on her 4th war patrol. The only survivor, a lookout, was
knocked oﬀ the boat with the explosion. He survived the war as a Japanese
prisoner.
USS Kete (SS-369) lost on or after
March 20, 1945 when sunk on return
to Midway (probably near Okinawa)
at the end of her 2nd war patrol. Loss
87 crew.
USS Trigger (SS-237) lost on March
28, 1945 in the East China Sea. Loss
of 89 crew. On her 12th war patrol,
this highly decorated boat was involved in operations leading to the
Okinawa invasion when attacked by
Japanese antisubmarine vessels and
aircraft.
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Share this application with a fellow submariner!
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Regular

Life

Associate

OUR CREED:
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”
With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and
Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations. I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular
membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman. If I am not
discharged, the discharge requirement is waived. If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below.

□

I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr)

□

I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr)

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.)

Name: (Print /Type) __________________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: _______ - ______
Signature: ____________________________________________________
Your E-Mail Address ________________________________
st

Tel: (_____) _____ - __________
Date:

____________________

Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________

st

Nat’l Member Dues year runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31 . Please indicate your term preference: ______________________
Nat’l Dues: 5 Yr term: $ 115.00; 3 Yr term: $ 70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $ 25.00;
(Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $ 30.00
Nat’l Life: 76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs = $ 300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional. Consult the local base for those figures.
How did you find USSVI?

□

Friend,

□

Boat Assn, □ Local Event/News, □ Internet, □ Other ( _____________ )

Who is your sponsoring USSVI Regular Member?: (Mandatory for Assoc Mbrs) ____________________________
Associate Applicant is:

Veteran

Spouse of Veteran

Other (specify)

_______________________

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____ / ____ / ____

If other military service, What Branch? __________

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________ Mil Retired (Y/N): _____ On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____
YR entered Mil Service: ______ YR left Mil Service _____ (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.)
Check if your Military Service falls within any of these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946; June 27,
1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7, 1975; and from August 2, 1990 to date.
Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)
1.

___________________________ Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

2.

___________________________ Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

3.

___________________________ Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

4. ____________________________ Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____ to Yr. _____
5. ____________________________ Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____ to Yr. _____
Next of Kin:

Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________ (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)

Addr:________________________ City: ___________________

State: ___

Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address)

Upon completion, please deliver to: Your Base Chapter Secretary, or if you do not know of a base location near you,
Mail to: USSVI National Office, P.O. Box 3870, Silverdale, WA 98383-3870
Questions: Call 1-877-542-DIVE or email office@ussvi.org

Rev 7/22/2009 PH
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